Annex completes Turlock’s downtown shuffle
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Aman Deeb, left, and Kulwanl Singh bring office equipment into the new Turlock City Hall annex.

Public well-served by
addition to City Hall

By JOHM HOLLAND
BEE STAFF 'WH TER

TURLOCK — The new City
Hall annex opened Thursday
bringing about 40 public works
employvees to downtown

The two-story siruciure on
South Broadway, with an old
fazshioned facades similar ta City
Hall’s, houses the managemeni
of Turlock Municipal Seivices
and its entire engineering stafl.

They had been working at the
public works complex on Soiith
Walnut Avenue, near the west
edge of the eity.

"We're just consolidating
things and increasing the efli-
cieney and being able to provide
much better service” said Cliff
Martin, director of municipal
SV ices,

The site 15 convenient for peo-
ple seeking review of building
plans and other services of the
department. Citv Engineer Brad
Klavano said

The annex completes a cuy
butlding shuffle thai increased
the number of emplovess down
town and fresd up space alse
where.

City Hall was created by a reno
vation of tha former Blue Shield
bullding on Soumh Broadwav, a
project completed in 1998, That
allowed the police and recre.
ation departments o take over
the former Citv Hall on MNorth
Palm Street.

The water and sewer opera
tions stafl is moving mnio the

South Walnut space vacated by
engineering and public works
manag=ment. Park mainenance
and public transii are also part
of thal complex

The 16.167-square-fool annex
cost about $2.2 million, said Eric
Picciano, supervising civil engi-
reer for the city, It was built bv
Span Construction and Engi-
neering of Madera.

Construction started in Dacem
ber 2001 bui was delaved for [ive
monthis by the collapse of part of
an old building on the north side
of the site. A private, IWo-story
building, with space for rent, is
rising where the collapsed build
ing stood

The annex connects o City
Hall 1o the south via hallwavs on
each of the two floors. City Hall
houses the cily manager. coun-
cil, attorney and clerk, plus fi
nance, planning, economic devel
opmen!, Fire Department head
guarters and a few other fune-
nons.

The annex is somewhat of a
twinof City Hall, but not an iden
tical one. Theiwr facades have
brick and stuceo in differing pat
terns, but the building shapes
are roughly the same.

“A lot of people said (the an:
nex ) looks good, blends well with
Citv Hall,” Klavano saud, “Thal’s
what we Were irving to do.’

An open house will be held at the
arnex, 156 5. Broadway, ol 6 p.m.
May 27 in henor ol Nabonal Public
Woiks Week. The annex will be
dedicated al 10 a.m. June 13. Both
evenls ace open lo the public,

Bee stall writer Jokn Helland
can be reached al 667-1227 or
jrolland@modbae com



